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There are also other drawbacks. If the two
Chambers have a different origin, the Senate will be
annihilated, and the principle of the duality of the
Assembly will only be a hollow mockery.

Again, if the number of electors who are success-
fully opposed to the Government at the referendum
is less than the number of suffrages obtained on the
day of the election of the deputies of the parlia-
mentary majority, this majority will be able to say
that it is overcome and oppressed by the minority.
In this way the dignity and force of Parliament will
be irretrievably compromised.

Once a start has been made in the direction of
popular concessions, it will not be easy to turn
back. Even if the referendum should lead to un-
fortunate results, it would be difficult to abolish it,
because it would be necessary to persuade the people
themselves that they have been in the wrong, that
they must make a public acknowledgment of the
fact, and that they must renounce rights which seem
to them to be rights lawfully acquired. No! the
step once taken can never be retraced; and when
the idea is followed out to its logical consequences by
the rival parties, the result will be a series of legis-
lative efforts much more advanced than those pro-
posed to-day.

It will be necessary to revise Article 131 of the
Constitution, which relates to constitutional reforms,
and Article 85, which deals with the final choice of
a new dynasty. These two articles provide a method
of popular consultation quite different from the
referendum. The country is appealed to for its
opinion by means of a dissolution. This system will